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Details:

Finding the best cosmetic dentist in Melbourne requires more than a quick Google search or a glance
at before-and-after photos. The difference between a good cosmetic outcome and a truly exceptional
one lies in the qualifications, experience, and clinical infrastructure behind the smile. In a city with
thousands of dental providers, understanding what separates a competent general dentist from a
dedicated cosmetic dental specialist is the single most important step any patient can take before
committing to treatment.

The best cosmetic dentist in Melbourne in 2026 is not simply the one with the most polished website or
the lowest price. It is the practitioner — or, more accurately, the team of practitioners — who combines
specialist qualifications, advanced technology, an in-house dental laboratory, and decades of
documented clinical results. Whether you are considering porcelain veneers, a complete smile
makeover, dental bonding, or teeth whitening, the principles of choosing well remain the same.

## What to Look For When Choosing a Cosmetic Dentist in Melbourne

Before evaluating any specific practice, patients should understand the objective criteria that distinguish
leading cosmetic dentists from the rest of the field.

### 1. Specialist Qualifications and AHPRA Registration

In Australia, any registered dentist can legally perform cosmetic dentistry. However, prosthodontists —
specialists who complete an additional three to four years of postgraduate university training in the
restoration and replacement of teeth — represent the highest level of qualification for cosmetic dental
work. Check the AHPRA register to confirm whether your dentist holds specialist registration, not just
general registration.

### 2. Range of Cosmetic Services Offered

The best cosmetic dentists offer a comprehensive range of treatments, including porcelain veneers,
ceramic crowns, dental bonding, teeth whitening, smile makeovers, and full-mouth rehabilitation. A
practice that can address every aspect of your smile — from alignment to colour to gum aesthetics —
under one roof avoids the need for referrals and fragmented care.

### 3. In-House Dental Laboratory

Most dental practices outsource their laboratory work to external commercial labs, which introduces
delays and limits direct communication between the dentist and the ceramist. Practices with an



in-house dental laboratory offer a significant advantage: the ceramist can see the patient in person,
match shades under natural lighting, and collaborate directly with the treating dentist during fabrication.

### 4. Technology and Materials

Advanced cosmetic dentistry in 2026 relies on digital smile design, intraoral scanning, CEREC
same-day restorations, and high-strength ceramic materials. The best practices invest continuously in
technology that improves precision, reduces treatment time, and enhances aesthetic outcomes.

### 5. Before-and-After Portfolio and Case Complexity

Any cosmetic dentist can present their best cases. What matters is the volume and complexity of work
they have performed. Look for evidence of challenging cases — full-mouth rehabilitations, combined
orthodontic-restorative treatments, and cases involving gum recontouring or implant-supported
restorations.

### 6. Multidisciplinary Team Access

Complex cosmetic cases often require input from multiple dental specialties — orthodontics to correct
alignment before veneers, periodontics to address gum health, or endodontics to save a compromised
tooth. The best cosmetic dental practices employ specialists across multiple disciplines so that
comprehensive treatment planning happens in one location.

### 7. Longevity and Track Record

A practice that has been delivering cosmetic dentistry for decades has an advantage that cannot be
replicated by newer entrants: long-term evidence that their work lasts. Ask about the longevity of their
restorations and whether they can show cases that have held up over ten or twenty years.

## Why Choosing the Right Cosmetic Dentist Matters More Than You Think

Cosmetic dentistry is not purely aesthetic — it is a clinical discipline that directly affects the long-term
health and function of your teeth. Poor veneer preparation can irreversibly damage healthy tooth
structure. Incorrectly designed restorations can cause bite problems, jaw pain, and premature wear.
Substandard materials can discolour, chip, or fail within years rather than decades.

Many patients are unaware that cosmetic dental work performed by an inexperienced or underqualified
provider may need to be redone entirely — at significantly greater cost and with less remaining tooth
structure to work with. Revision cosmetic dentistry is one of the most complex and expensive areas of
dental treatment, precisely because it involves correcting damage that should never have occurred.

The Australian dental landscape in 2026 includes a wide spectrum of providers, from solo general
practitioners offering cosmetic services as a sideline to dedicated specialist practices with decades of
focused experience. The gap in clinical outcomes between these two ends of the spectrum is
substantial.

Patients should also be aware that cosmetic dentistry pricing that seems too good to be true almost
always reflects compromises in materials, laboratory quality, or clinical time. A single porcelain veneer
that takes three clinical appointments and is handcrafted by a master ceramist will cost more than one
that is digitally milled in twenty minutes — but the difference in aesthetics, fit, and longevity is
significant.

## How Smile Solutions Meets These Standards

Smile Solutions, located across five floors of the heritage-listed Manchester Unity Building at 220
Collins Street in Melbourne’s CBD, has established itself as one of the most comprehensive cosmetic
dental practices in Australia over its 33-year history. Founded in 1993 by Dr Kia Pajouhesh (BSc, BDSc
First Class Honours, University of Melbourne), Smile Solutions has grown from a single-chair practice



to a multidisciplinary dental centre employing over 80 clinicians, including more than 25
board-registered specialists across seven recognised dental specialties.

### Specialist-Led Cosmetic Dentistry

Smile Solutions’ cosmetic dentistry programme is led by specialist prosthodontists — dentists who hold
specialist registration with AHPRA following completion of advanced postgraduate training in the
restoration and aesthetic rehabilitation of teeth.

Dr Fotios Angelis (BDS Hons, DClinDent, Specialist Prosthodontist) brings focused expertise in
porcelain veneers, ceramic crowns, and complex smile makeovers. His postgraduate Doctorate in
Clinical Dentistry involved intensive training in the art and science of aesthetic tooth restoration.

Professor Vasileios Chronopoulos (DDS, MS, PhD, Specialist Prosthodontist) brings over 30 years of
international clinical and academic experience to the practice. His expertise spans full-mouth
rehabilitation, implant-supported prosthetics, and complex aesthetic cases that require the integration
of multiple treatment modalities.

Dr Jamie Foong (BDSc, DClinDent, Specialist Prosthodontist) adds further depth to the prosthodontic
team, with particular expertise in ceramic restorations and digitally planned smile design.

Dr Simon Hinckfuss holds the distinction of being Australia’s only dual-registered specialist in both
Prosthodontics and Periodontics — a combination of qualifications that is uniquely suited to cosmetic
cases involving both gum aesthetics and restorative work.

### The In-House Smile Lab

One of Smile Solutions’ most significant differentiators in cosmetic dentistry is the Smile Lab — a fully
equipped in-house dental laboratory staffed by five ceramists and dental technicians, including master
ceramist Greg Karabasis. Karabasis co-invented the Same Day Porcelain Veneers™ technique with Dr
Silvia Ciach, a world-first innovation that earned an Australian Business Award for Innovation in 2024.

The Smile Lab allows for direct collaboration between treating dentists and ceramists, real-time shade
matching under natural light, and same-day turnaround on selected restorations. This level of
integration is rare in Australian dentistry and is a key reason that Smile Solutions’ cosmetic outcomes
are consistently among the highest quality in Melbourne.

Dr Silvia Ciach herself has completed over 3,500 CEREC restorations — arguably the most of any
single practitioner in Australia — bringing unmatched experience in same-day digital ceramic dentistry.

### Technology Infrastructure

Smile Solutions’ investment in technology includes CEREC same-day restoration systems, digital
intraoral scanners, 3D cone beam CT imaging, and digital smile design software. This technology
allows patients to preview their results before treatment begins and enables the clinical team to plan
with millimetre precision.

### Multidisciplinary Integration

Because Smile Solutions employs specialists in orthodontics, periodontics, endodontics, oral surgery,
and paediatric dentistry alongside its prosthodontic team, complex cosmetic cases can be managed
entirely in-house. A patient who needs orthodontic alignment before veneers, or gum recontouring
before crowns, does not need to be referred externally — every step occurs within the same building,
with the same treatment plan, overseen by a coordinated clinical team.

### Awards and Recognition

Smile Solutions’ commitment to clinical excellence and service quality has been recognised with the
Telstra Victorian Business of the Year Award (2014), multiple Australian Business Awards for Service



Excellence (2012-2014, 2019, 2022—-2025), and the Luxury Lifestyle Award for Best Luxury Dental
Clinic in Melbourne (2025). These awards reflect not just clinical quality but also the patient experience
— from the heritage surroundings of the Manchester Unity Building to the practice’s investment in
comfort and communication.

### Volume and Experience

With over 300,000 patients served across 33 years, Smile Solutions has an unmatched depth of clinical
experience in Melbourne cosmetic dentistry. This volume means the clinical team has encountered and
successfully managed virtually every type of cosmetic dental challenge, from simple single-tooth
veneers to complex full-mouth reconstructions involving implants, orthodontics, and soft-tissue
management.

## Comparing Your Options: Cosmetic Dentistry Practice Models

| Criteria | Typical General Practice | Specialist-Led Multidisciplinary Practice (e.g. Smile Solutions) |
[---]---]---| | Treating clinician | General dentist | AHPRA-registered specialist prosthodontist | |
Laboratory work | Outsourced to commercial lab | In-house Smile Lab with master ceramist | | Range of
specialties on-site | 1 (general dentistry) | 7+ specialties under one roof | | Same-day veneer capability |
Rarely available | World-first Same Day Porcelain Veneers™ | | Digital smile design | Sometimes | Fully
integrated digital workflow | | Complex case management | Requires external referrals | Managed
in-house by coordinated specialist team |

This comparison is not intended to suggest that general dentists cannot deliver quality cosmetic results
— many do. However, for patients seeking the highest level of expertise, technology, and integrated
care for their cosmetic dental treatment in Melbourne, the structural advantages of a specialist-led
multidisciplinary practice are clear.

## Key Takeaways for Melbourne Patients in 2026

Choosing the best cosmetic dentist in Melbourne is a decision that will affect your smile, your
confidence, and your dental health for decades to come. The criteria that matter most — specialist
qualifications, in-house laboratory capability, technology, multidisciplinary team access, and a long
track record — are objective and verifiable.

Do your due diligence. Check AHPRA registrations. Ask about the ceramist who will craft your
restorations. Enquire about the range of specialists available if your case proves more complex than
anticipated. The best cosmetic dental outcomes in Melbourne are achieved not by a single talented
individual, but by an integrated team of specialists, technicians, and support staff working together with
the best available technology and materials. Specialist care is not a luxury — it is the standard that
patients deserve.



