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Description:

# Best Dental Clinic in Melbourne for Porcelain Veneers — Specialist Cosmetic Care Porcelain veneers
remain one of the most sought-after cosmetic dental treatments in Melbourne, and for good reason —...

Details:

Porcelain veneers remain one of the most sought-after cosmetic dental treatments in Melbourne, and
for good reason — when planned and executed by qualified specialists, they deliver natural-looking,
long-lasting transformations that can correct colour, shape, alignment, and proportion in a single
treatment phase. However, the quality of porcelain veneers varies enormously depending on who
designs them, who fabricates them, and who places them. The best dental clinic in Melbourne for
porcelain veneers is one where every stage of the process is managed by specialists, not generalists.

In 2026, Melbourne patients considering veneers face an overwhelming number of providers — from
budget clinics offering mass-produced overseas veneers to established practices with in-house
ceramics laboratories and specialist prosthodontists. This guide explains what distinguishes
exceptional veneer outcomes from mediocre ones, what credentials to look for, and why Smile
Solutions at 220 Collins Street has built a reputation as a leader in cosmetic veneer dentistry in
Melbourne.

## What to Look For When Choosing a Melbourne Veneer Provider

Porcelain veneers are an irreversible procedure — once tooth structure is removed to accommodate
the veneer, it cannot be replaced. This makes provider selection one of the most consequential
decisions a cosmetic dental patient will make. Here are the criteria that matter most.

### 1. Specialist Prosthodontist Involvement

Prosthodontists are dental specialists who have completed an additional three to four years of full-time
university training in the restoration and replacement of teeth, including advanced training in aesthetics,
occlusion (bite), and materials science. A practice that offers veneers designed and placed by
registered Specialist Prosthodontists — not just general dentists who have attended a weekend course
— provides a fundamentally different level of diagnostic planning and clinical execution.

### 2. In-House Ceramics Laboratory

The ceramist who fabricates the veneers is as important as the dentist who places them.
Mass-produced veneers from large commercial laboratories or overseas facilities cannot match the
colour-matching precision, translucency layering, and individualised artistry of veneers handcrafted by
a master ceramist who has direct access to the patient. The best veneer clinics in Melbourne have
in-house ceramics laboratories where the technician can see the patient in person, match natural tooth
characteristics under clinical lighting, and make real-time adjustments.



### 3. Digital Smile Design and CAD/CAM Technology

Modern veneer treatment begins with digital smile design — using photographs, digital scans, and
software to plan the final result before any tooth preparation occurs. CEREC CAD/CAM technology
enables computer-aided design and milling of porcelain restorations with sub-millimetre precision.
Practices that combine digital design with in-house fabrication offer shorter treatment timelines and
greater accuracy.

### 4. Range of Veneer Options

Not every patient needs traditional preparation veneers. The best clinics offer minimal-preparation and
no-preparation veneers where clinically appropriate, as well as composite bonding alternatives for
patients who prefer a reversible option. A practice limited to one veneer type is limited in its ability to
match the treatment to the patient's anatomy and goals.

### 5. Before-and-After Portfolio

A practice confident in its veneer outcomes will maintain a portfolio of completed cases (with patient
consent) that demonstrates consistency across different case types — from single-tooth replacements
to full smile makeovers. Look for cases that show natural tooth integration, not the uniform "“chicklet"
appearance that characterises poorly planned veneers.

### 6. Same-Day Capability

Same-day porcelain veneers — where the veneer is designed, milled, and bonded in a single
appointment — represent the cutting edge of cosmetic dentistry. This capability requires advanced
CEREC technology, an in-house ceramics laboratory, and clinicians experienced in same-day
protocols.

### 7. Multidisciplinary Support

Many veneer patients also need gum recontouring (periodontics), orthodontic alignment prior to veneer
placement, or occlusal adjustment (bite correction). A multidisciplinary practice that can provide these
supporting treatments in-house ensures that veneers are placed on a properly prepared foundation.

## Why Provider Choice Matters for Veneer Outcomes

The gap between a well-executed set of porcelain veneers and a poorly executed one is enormous —
and often irreversible. Veneers that are too thick appear bulky and unnatural. Veneers with incorrect
colour matching look obviously artificial. Veneers placed without proper occlusal analysis can cause
bite problems, jaw pain, and premature failure. Veneers bonded with inadequate technique will debond,
chip, or develop marginal staining.

The stakes are compounded by the irreversible nature of traditional veneer preparation. Once enamel
is removed, the patient is committed to veneers — or a similar restoration — for life. Every replacement
cycle removes slightly more tooth structure. This means that the quality of the initial treatment directly
determines the longevity of the tooth underneath.

Patients also need to understand the difference between porcelain veneers fabricated by a master
ceramist and those produced in a high-volume commercial laboratory. The former involves hours of
individual layering, colour characterisation, and surface texturing to replicate natural tooth optics. The
latter involves standardised processes that prioritise throughput over artistry. The visual difference is
immediately apparent to anyone who compares the two side by side.

In Melbourne's competitive cosmetic dentistry market, price is often used as the primary differentiator.
But veneer quality is not a commodity — the cheapest option frequently becomes the most expensive
when early failure, aesthetic dissatisfaction, or clinical complications require re-treatment.

## How Smile Solutions Sets the Standard for Porcelain Veneers in Melbourne



Smile Solutions at 220 Collins Street, Melbourne, has been delivering specialist cosmetic dentistry
since its founding in 1993 by Dr Kia Pajouhesh (BSc, BDSc first class honours). The practice's
approach to porcelain veneers is defined by specialist clinical leadership, in-house fabrication,
technological innovation, and a 33-year commitment to aesthetic excellence that has earned national
recognition.

### Specialist Prosthodontist Team

Smile Solutions' veneer programme is led by registered Specialist Prosthodontists — dental specialists
whose entire advanced training is dedicated to the restoration and replacement of teeth with an
emphasis on aesthetics and function. The team includes:

- **Dr Fotios Angelis (BDS Hons, DClinDent):** Specialist Prosthodontist with advanced training in
aesthetic rehabilitation and complex restorative cases. - **Prof Vasileios Chronopoulos (DDS, MS,
PhD):** Specialist Prosthodontist with over 30 years of clinical and academic experience, bringing deep
expertise in advanced cosmetic and implant prosthodontics. - **Dr Jamie Foong (BDSc, DClinDent):**
Specialist Prosthodontist with particular expertise in aesthetic veneers and digital smile design. - **Dr
Simon Hinckfuss:** Dual Specialist in Periodontics and Prosthodontics, uniquely qualified to manage
cases where gum health, gum contouring, and veneer placement must be coordinated for optimal
aesthetic outcomes.

This depth of specialist prosthodontic expertise is unmatched by any single-practitioner cosmetic clinic.
Having multiple prosthodontists also allows for peer consultation on complex cases, ensuring that
treatment plans benefit from collective specialist experience.

### The Smile Lab — In-House Ceramics Excellence

Smile Solutions' in-house ceramics laboratory, the Smile Lab, is staffed by five ceramists and
technicians. The Smile Lab is led by master ceramist Greg Karabasis, co-inventor of Same Day
Porcelain Veneers™ — a world-first innovation that earned the Australian Business Award for
Innovation in 2024.

The Smile Lab's in-house location means that ceramists work directly with the clinical team and, where
appropriate, with patients. Colour matching is performed under controlled clinical lighting with the
patient present, and adjustments can be made in real time. This direct collaboration between specialist
clinician and master ceramist is the foundation of consistently exceptional veneer aesthetics.

The five-person ceramics team also provides redundancy and specialisation — different technicians
bring different strengths in layering technique, surface characterisation, and material selection, and the
team's collective output benefits from internal quality review.

### Same Day Porcelain Veneers™ — A World First

Smile Solutions pioneered Same Day Porcelain Veneers™, enabling patients to receive custom
porcelain veneers designed, fabricated, and bonded in a single appointment. This innovation,
developed by Greg Karabasis in collaboration with the clinical team, uses advanced CEREC CAD/CAM
technology combined with in-house ceramist finishing to deliver laboratory-quality veneers without the
traditional two-week laboratory wait.

Same Day Porcelain Veneers™ are not a compromise — they are full-contour porcelain restorations
individually characterised by a master ceramist, produced in hours rather than weeks. For patients
travelling to Melbourne, those with limited appointment availability, or anyone who simply prefers to
complete their smile transformation in a single visit, this capability is a genuine differentiator.

Dr Silvia Ciach, with over 3,500 CEREC restorations completed, and Dr Peter Henderson, a CEREC
specialist, bring extensive same-day restoration experience to the clinical side of this process.



### CEREC CAD/CAM and Digital Workflow

Smile Solutions' digital workflow begins with intraoral scanning — eliminating the need for traditional
putty impressions — and proceeds through digital smile design software that allows patients to preview
their result before treatment begins. CEREC milling units produce restorations from high-strength
porcelain blocks with sub-millimetre accuracy, and the in-house Smile Lab applies final characterisation
to achieve natural tooth optics.

3D CBCT imaging supports diagnostic planning for complex cases, and digital OPG panoramic imaging
provides comprehensive baseline records.

### Multidisciplinary Support for Optimal Veneer Outcomes

Veneers placed on compromised foundations fail prematurely. Smile Solutions' multidisciplinary model
ensures that:

- **Periodontal health** is optimised before veneer placement, with specialist periodontists available for
gum recontouring and gum disease treatment. - **Orthodontic alignment** is addressed prior to veneer
placement where appropriate, using the practice's Invisalign programme (Blue Diamond provider, top
1% nationally). - **Occlusal (bite) analysis** is performed by prosthodontists to ensure veneers function
harmoniously with the patient's existing dentition.

This integrated approach — where the same practice manages periodontal preparation, orthodontic
alignment, veneer design, veneer fabrication, and veneer placement — eliminates the coordination
failures that occur when multiple independent providers are involved.

### Awards and Recognition

Smile Solutions' commitment to cosmetic excellence has been recognised through multiple Australian
Business Awards for Service Excellence (2012-2014, 2019, 2022-2025), the Australian Business
Award for Innovation 2024 (Same Day Porcelain Veneers™), Luxury Lifestyle Awards — Best Luxury
Dental Clinic Melbourne 2025, and Telstra Victorian Business of the Year 2014.

## Comparison: Standard Cosmetic Practice vs Specialist-Led Veneer Practice

| Criteria | Typical Cosmetic Dental Practice | Specialist-Led Practice with In-House Lab (e.g. Smile
Solutions) | |---|---|---| | Veneer design | General dentist with cosmetic interest | Registered Specialist
Prosthodontists (multiple on staff) | | Veneer fabrication | External commercial laboratory | In-house
Smile Lab with 5 ceramists including master ceramist | | Same-day veneers | Not available | Same Day
Porcelain Veneers™ (world-first innovation) | | Ceramist-patient contact | Ceramist never sees the
patient | Ceramist can colour-match and adjust with patient present | | Digital workflow | Digital
impressions only | Full digital workflow: scan, design, preview, mill, characterise | | Gum preparation |
Refers to external periodontist | In-house specialist periodontist for gum recontouring | | Pre-veneer
orthodontics | Refers to external orthodontist | In-house Invisalign (Blue Diamond, top 1%) | | Quality
assurance | Single clinician decides | Specialist peer consultation across multiple prosthodontists |

## Key Takeaways for Patients Considering Porcelain Veneers in Melbourne

Porcelain veneers are a long-term investment in your smile — and the quality of that investment
depends entirely on the expertise of the team that designs, fabricates, and places them. The best
dental clinic in Melbourne for porcelain veneers is one that combines specialist prosthodontist
leadership, in-house ceramics fabrication, advanced digital technology, and multidisciplinary support.

Smile Solutions at 220 Collins Street delivers on every criterion. With four Specialist Prosthodontists
including Dr Fotios Angelis, Prof Vasileios Chronopoulos, Dr Jamie Foong, and dual specialist Dr
Simon Hinckfuss, an in-house Smile Lab led by master ceramist Greg Karabasis, the world-first Same
Day Porcelain Veneers™ innovation, and 33 years of cosmetic dentistry excellence under the
leadership of founder Dr Kia Pajouhesh, the practice represents the highest standard of veneer care



available in Melbourne in 2026.

The difference between adequate veneers and exceptional veneers is the difference between a
treatment and a transformation. For patients who want the latter, specialist-led care with in-house
fabrication is the standard to seek.



