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## The Short Answer: Dental Implant Prices in Melbourne

In Melbourne in 2026, a single dental implant — including the implant fixture, abutment, and crown —
typically costs between **$4,500 and $8,000** for the complete treatment. The price depends on
whether the implant is placed by a general dentist or a specialist, the brand and quality of the implant
system used, whether bone grafting is required, and the type of crown placed on top. With
specialist-placed implants using guided surgery and premium components, expect to invest between
**$5,500 and $8,000** per tooth.

The most important question to ask when comparing dental implant quotes is not "how much does it
cost?" but rather "what is included in that price?" A quote of $3,500 that covers only the implant fixture
— excluding the abutment, crown, imaging, bone graft, and follow-up care — can end up costing
significantly more than a comprehensive $6,500 quote that bundles every component of treatment. This
guide breaks down exactly what drives the cost of dental implants in Melbourne so you can evaluate
guotes with confidence.

## What Determines the Price of Dental Implants?

Dental implant treatment involves multiple clinical stages and components, each contributing to the
overall cost. Understanding these factors explains why quotes vary so significantly across Melbourne
practices.

### 1. Specialist vs General Dentist

Dental implants can be placed by general dentists with implant training, specialist periodontists,
specialist prosthodontists, or oral and maxillofacial surgeons. At Smile Solutions, implant surgery is
performed by clinicians with extensive specialist credentials: **Dr Dinos Kountouras (BDS, MSc,
PhD)**, who trained under the legendary Dennis Tarnow at NYU and brings over 30 years of implant
experience, and **A/Prof Patrishia Bordbar (Specialist Oral & Maxillofacial Surgeon, FRACDS OMS,
FRCS Edinburgh)**, whose surgical fellowship training provides the highest level of expertise for
complex cases involving bone grafting or sinus lifts. Specialist fees reflect years of additional training
and a depth of experience managing complications that general dentists may encounter less frequently.

### 2. Implant System and Components



The implant fixture itself is a precision-manufactured titanium or zirconia screw that integrates with your
jawbone. Premium implant systems from established manufacturers (such as Nobel Biocare,
Straumann, or BioHorizons) carry higher costs but offer:

- Extensive long-term clinical research and survival data - Global availability of components for future
maintenance - Precision-engineered connections that reduce micro-movement and bone loss -
Comprehensive manufacturer warranties

Budget implant systems from lesser-known manufacturers cost less but may lack long-term research
data, and replacement components may be difficult to source if the manufacturer discontinues the line.

### 3. Diagnostic Imaging and Surgical Planning

3D CBCT (cone beam computed tomography) scanning is considered essential for implant planning. It
provides a three-dimensional view of bone density, volume, nerve locations, and sinus proximity —
information that a standard dental X-ray cannot provide. Practices using guided surgery (where a
custom surgical guide is digitally designed and 3D-printed to direct precise implant placement) achieve
more predictable positioning, which can improve long-term success rates.

### 4. Bone Grafting Requirements

When a tooth has been missing for an extended period, the surrounding jawbone often shrinks
(resorbs), leaving insufficient bone volume to support an implant. Bone grafting — using synthetic bone
material, donor bone, or the patient's own bone — may be required to rebuild the site. Grafting adds
**$500 to $3,000** to the total cost depending on the extent and type of graft. Sinus lift procedures for
upper back teeth involve additional complexity and cost.

### 5. The Abutment and Crown

The implant fixture is only the foundation. On top sits an abutment (connector piece) and a crown (the
visible tooth). Crown options include:

- **Zirconia crowns** — extremely strong and natural-looking - **Porcelain-fused-to-metal crowns** —
a proven option with good aesthetics - **Full porcelain crowns** — excellent aesthetics for front teeth -
*CEREC milled crowns** — digitally designed and fabricated, often in a single appointment

The choice of crown material and whether it is fabricated in-house or outsourced significantly affects
the overall fee.

### 6. Number of Appointments and Treatment Timeline
Conventional implant treatment spans three to six months, involving:

1. Consultation and planning 2. Implant placement surgery 3. Healing period (osseointegration —
typically 3-6 months) 4. Abutment placement 5. Crown fabrication and fitting 6. Follow-up reviews

Some cases qualify for immediate loading (a temporary crown placed the same day as the implant),
which can reduce the number of visits but requires precise case selection.

### 7. Complexity of the Case

Straightforward implant cases in healthy bone with good gum tissue are less expensive than cases
requiring:

- Extraction of a failing tooth at the same appointment - Soft tissue grafting to improve gum aesthetics -
Multiple implants in adjacent sites - Implants in aesthetic zones (front teeth) where precise positioning
is critical



## Cost Comparison: Dental Implants Across Provider Types in Melbourne

The following table provides indicative price ranges for a single dental implant (fixture + abutment +
crown) across different practice types in Melbourne in 2026.

| Provider Type | Total Cost (Single Implant) | What's Typically Included | What's Often Excluded |
|---]---]---]---] | **Budget / corporate chain** | $4,500-$5,500 | Implant fixture, standard abutment and
crown, basic imaging | CBCT scan, guided surgery, bone grafting, specialist surgeon, premium implant
system, extended follow-up | | **Mid-range private practice** | $5,000-$6,500 | CBCT scan, implant
fixture, abutment, quality crown, 2—3 follow-ups | Guided surgery, bone grafting, specialist surgeon
involvement | | **Specialist-led premium practice** | $5,500-$8,000 | Comprehensive 3D planning,
guided surgery, premium implant system, specialist surgeon, in-house lab crown, full follow-up protocol,
warranty | Very little — comprehensive quotes typically bundle all foreseeable components | |
**Qverseas dental tourism** | $2,000-$4,000 | Implant fixture and basic crown | Bone grafting, quality
imaging, follow-up care, complication management in Australia, travel costs |

*Important;** Always confirm whether a quoted price includes the crown. Some practices quote the
implant fixture alone, which can create a misleading impression of cost. A complete dental implant
includes three components: the fixture (surgically placed), the abutment (connector), and the crown
(visible tooth).

## What's Included in the Price at Smile Solutions

Smile Solutions structures dental implant fees to provide transparency and minimise unexpected costs.
Here is what a comprehensive implant treatment typically includes:

### Consultation and 3D Treatment Planning

Every implant case begins with a thorough clinical assessment, including CBCT (3D cone beam)
scanning, digital intraoral scans, and detailed treatment planning. For complex cases, a
multidisciplinary treatment planning session involves the implant surgeon, the restorative dentist or
prosthodontist, and — where relevant — the periodontist or orthodontist.

### Specialist Surgical Team
Implant surgery at Smile Solutions is performed by clinicians with exceptional credentials:

- **Dr Dinos Kountouras (BDS, MSc, PhD)** — trained under Prof Dennis Tarnow at NYU, one of the
world's foremost implant educators. With over 30 years of implant experience, Dr Kountouras brings a
depth of knowledge in complex implant rehabilitation. - **Dr Jaclyn Wong (MBBS, BDSc Hons)** — with
a dual medical and dental degree, Dr Wong trained at the Malo Clinic in Portugal under Dr Paulo Malo,
the inventor of the All-on-4 protocol. She brings over 15 years of experience in full-arch implant
rehabilitation. - **A/Prof Patrishia Bordbar (Specialist OMS, FRACDS OMS, FRCS Edinburgh)** — a
specialist oral and maxillofacial surgeon whose advanced surgical training is invaluable for cases
requiring bone grafting, sinus lifts, or nerve repositioning.

### Guided Surgery

Where clinically indicated, a custom 3D-printed surgical guide is fabricated using digital planning
software. This guide sits over the teeth or gums during surgery and directs the implant into the precise
planned position, angle, and depth — improving accuracy and reducing surgical time.

### In-House Crown Fabrication

The final crown is fabricated in the on-site Smile Lab, ensuring direct communication between the
ceramist and the treating dentist for optimal shade matching, anatomy, and fit. No offshore laboratory
outsourcing.



### Follow-Up Protocol

Post-surgical review appointments, osseointegration monitoring, and crown adjustment appointments
are included. Patients receive detailed post-operative care instructions and a structured follow-up
timeline.

#H## Warranty

Smile Solutions provides a warranty on dental implant restorations, covering both the implant fixture
and the crown for a defined period. Warranty terms are discussed during treatment planning.

## Health Insurance, Coverage, and Payment Options
### Health Fund Coverage

Dental implants are classified as major dental treatment. Most private health insurance extras policies
provide a partial rebate toward the cost, subject to:

- *Annual benefit limits** — most policies cap major dental benefits at $1,000-$3,000 per year -
*\Waiting periods** — typically 12 months for major dental treatment - **Percentage coverage** —
funds typically cover 50-70% of the scheduled fee, up to the annual limit

*Smile Solutions is a Bupa Platinum provider.** Patients with eligible Bupa extras cover can access
preferred provider rates, and Bupa members receive **zero-gap benefits on preventive services**
including check-ups, cleans, and fluoride treatments.

### Maximising Your Health Fund Benefits

Because implant treatment spans several months, it is sometimes possible to begin treatment toward
the end of one benefit year and complete it in the next, effectively accessing two years of benefits
toward the same treatment.

### MySmilePlan Payment Plans

Smile Solutions offers *MySmilePlan**, an in-house payment plan that allows patients to spread the
cost of implant treatment over manageable instalments. This removes the barrier of a large single
payment and makes implant treatment accessible to more patients.

### Medicare and DVA

Standard dental implants are not covered by Medicare. However, in certain circumstances — such as
implants required following oral cancer surgery or significant trauma — Medicare or DVA funding may
apply. Your treating clinician can advise whether your case qualifies.

## Is It Worth 1t? A Long-Term Value Analysis

Dental implants represent the gold standard for replacing missing teeth, and the investment is best
understood in the context of long-term value and the cost of alternatives.

### Longevity

A well-placed dental implant with a quality fixture and crown typically lasts **20 to 30 years or more**,
The implant fixture itself can last a lifetime; the crown may need replacement after 15-20 years. This

makes the annual cost of a $6,500 implant approximately **$217-$325 per year** — comparable to a
daily cup of coffee.



### Cost of NOT Replacing a Missing Tooth
Leaving a gap where a tooth has been lost is not a cost-free decision. Over time:

- **Adjacent teeth drift** into the gap, causing bite problems and increasing the risk of decay and gum
disease - **The opposing tooth over-erupts**, disrupting the bite further - **Jawbone resorbs** at the
extraction site, potentially making future implant placement more complex (and expensive) if bone
grafting becomes necessary - *Chewing efficiency decreases**, affecting nutrition and quality of life

The cost of treating these secondary consequences often exceeds the cost of the original implant.
### Implants vs Alternatives

- **Dental bridge:** $3,000-$5,000, lasts 10-15 years, but requires grinding down two healthy adjacent
teeth — sacrificing healthy tooth structure. - **Removable partial denture:** $1,000-$2,500, functional
but less comfortable, can accelerate bone loss, and many patients find them socially limiting. - **Dental
implant:** Higher upfront cost, but preserves adjacent teeth, stimulates bone maintenance, and
provides the most natural look and feel.

Over a 30-year horizon, a single implant that lasts the distance is often less expensive than a bridge
that needs replacement twice or a series of denture relines and replacements.

## Summary: Understanding the True Cost of Dental Implants in Melbourne

Dental implant costs in Melbourne in 2026 range from $4,500 to $8,000 for a single tooth replacement,
with the variation reflecting genuine differences in surgical expertise, implant system quality, imaging
and planning sophistication, and the scope of care included in the price.

When evaluating quotes, ask these critical questions:

- **Does the price include the crown?** Or just the implant fixture? - **Who is performing the surgery?**
A general dentist, an implant-focused clinician, or a specialist surgeon? - *What implant system is
being used?** Is it a globally recognised system with long-term research data? - **Is guided surgery
included?** Digital planning and surgical guides improve placement precision. - **Is bone grafting
needed?** If so, is it included in the quote or an additional cost? - **Where is the crown being made?**
In-house, at a local lab, or offshore?

At Smile Solutions — founded in 1993 with 80 clinicians including 25+ specialists and over 300,000
patients treated — dental implant fees reflect a commitment to specialist-led care, premium implant
systems, in-house Smile Lab fabrication, and a comprehensive follow-up protocol. With world-class
clinicians including Dr Dinos Kountouras, Dr Jaclyn Wong, and A/Prof Patrishia Bordbar, patients
receive implant treatment supported by decades of combined expertise and continuous investment in
the latest digital technology.

*Prices are indicative guides based on Melbourne market conditions in 2026. Individual treatment costs
vary depending on case complexity, bone quality, grafting requirements, and clinical factors. A
personalised quote is provided following a comprehensive consultation including 3D CBCT imaging.
Smile Solutions, Level 1, Manchester House, 136 Collins Street, Melbourne CBD.*



