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## The Short Answer: Porcelain Veneer Prices in Melbourne

In Melbourne in 2026, a single porcelain veneer typically costs between **$800 and $2,500**,
depending on the type of veneer, the expertise of the treating dentist, and the quality of the dental
laboratory fabricating the restoration. For a full smile makeover involving six to ten veneers, patients
should expect to invest between **$10,000 and $25,000** at a reputable private practice. The wide
price range reflects genuine differences in materials, craftsmanship, and clinical expertise — not simply
branding or postcode.

Before focusing solely on the per-veneer price, it is essential to understand what is actually included in
the quoted fee. A headline price of $900 that excludes diagnostic imaging, temporaries, and follow-up
adjustments can quickly become more expensive than a $1,800 quote that bundles everything
together. The sections below break down exactly what drives cost variation in Melbourne so you can
make an informed decision based on value rather than the lowest number alone.

---

## What Determines the Price of Porcelain Veneers?

Several factors influence how much you will pay for porcelain veneers in Melbourne. Understanding
these helps explain why quotes from different practices can vary by thousands of dollars.

### 1. Specialist vs General Dentist

Porcelain veneers can be placed by a general dentist or a specialist prosthodontist — a dentist who has
completed an additional three to four years of university training focused entirely on the restoration and
replacement of teeth. Specialist prosthodontists such as **Dr Fotios Angelis (BDS Hons, DClinDent)**
and **Prof Vasileios Chronopoulos (Specialist Prosthodontist, 30+ years of experience)** at Smile
Solutions bring an advanced understanding of occlusion, aesthetics, and material science that directly
affects the longevity and appearance of the final result. Specialist fees are typically higher, but the
clinical precision they offer can mean fewer remakes and a longer-lasting outcome.

### 2. Laboratory Quality

The dental laboratory that fabricates your veneers has an enormous impact on both cost and quality.
There are three broad tiers:



- **In-house laboratories** staffed by master ceramists who work directly with the treating dentist — this
is the gold standard. At Smile Solutions, the in-house Smile Lab employs five ceramists, including
**Greg Karabasis**, a master ceramist and co-inventor of Same Day Porcelain Veneers™. Having the
ceramist steps away from the dental chair allows real-time shade matching and design adjustments. -
**Outsourced local laboratories** that receive digital or physical impressions and return the finished
work. Quality varies, but communication is less direct. - **Offshore laboratories** in countries with lower
labour costs. While some produce acceptable work, the lack of direct dentist-ceramist collaboration and
potential inconsistencies in materials mean higher remake rates.

### 3. Material Quality

Not all porcelain veneers are created equal. Common material categories include:

- **Feldspathic porcelain** — hand-layered by a ceramist for unmatched translucency and lifelike
aesthetics. The most technique-sensitive and typically the most expensive. - **Pressed ceramic (e.g.
lithium disilicate / IPS e.max)** — offers excellent strength and good aesthetics. A reliable middle
ground. - **CEREC CAD/CAM milled ceramic** — designed and milled chairside using digital
technology. At Smile Solutions, **Dr Silvia Ciach** has completed more than 3,500 CEREC
restorations, demonstrating that digitally produced veneers can achieve outstanding results when
placed by experienced clinicians. - **Composite resin** — technically not porcelain, but sometimes
marketed alongside veneers. Composite is less expensive, less durable, and more prone to staining.

### 4. Technology and Digital Workflow

Practices that invest in CEREC CAD/CAM systems, 3D CBCT imaging, intraoral digital scanners, and
digital smile design software carry higher overheads, but these technologies translate into more
predictable outcomes, fewer appointments, and better-fitting restorations. Same Day Porcelain
Veneers™ — a world-first innovation developed at Smile Solutions — use this digital workflow to
design, fabricate, and bond porcelain veneers in a single visit.

### 5. Complexity of the Case

Straightforward cases involving well-aligned teeth with minor cosmetic concerns require less
preparation and fewer adjustments. Complex cases involving bite correction, gum recontouring, or
significant colour masking require more chairtime, planning, and potentially interdisciplinary input from
orthodontists, periodontists, or oral surgeons — all of which add to the overall investment.

### 6. Number of Appointments Required

Traditional veneer workflows require two to three appointments over several weeks (consultation,
preparation with temporaries, and final bonding). Same Day Porcelain Veneers™ consolidate this into a
single visit, which can reduce time costs for the patient, although the technology investment is reflected
in the fee.

### 7. Geographic Location and Practice Overheads

Melbourne CBD practices carry higher rent and operational costs than suburban clinics. However, CBD
specialist practices often offer a concentration of expertise, advanced technology, and in-house
laboratories that suburban practices cannot match, which can represent better value despite a higher
sticker price.

---

## Cost Comparison: Porcelain Veneers Across Provider Types in Melbourne

The following table provides a general guide to veneer pricing across different practice types in
Melbourne in 2026. These are indicative ranges — your actual quote will depend on your individual
case.



| Provider Type | Price per Veneer | What's Typically Included | What's Often Excluded | |---|---|---|---| |
**Budget / corporate chain** | $800–$1,200 | Basic consultation, standard pressed ceramic veneer,
single follow-up | Diagnostic imaging (OPG, CBCT), digital smile design, specialist involvement,
extended warranty | | **Mid-range private practice** | $1,200–$1,800 | Consultation, digital scan, quality
pressed or milled ceramic veneer, 1–2 follow-ups | CBCT imaging, specialist prosthodontist oversight,
in-house lab fabrication | | **Specialist-led premium practice** | $1,800–$2,500 | Comprehensive
consultation, full diagnostic imaging, specialist prosthodontist treatment, in-house lab fabrication, digital
smile design, multiple follow-ups, warranty | Very little — premium practices typically bundle all
components | | **Overseas dental tourism** | $300–$800 | Veneer fabrication and placement, basic
consultation | Travel and accommodation costs, follow-up care, warranty enforcement, complication
management back in Australia |

**A note on dental tourism:** While the per-veneer price overseas can appear dramatically lower,
patients should factor in return flights, accommodation, the cost of managing complications locally if
something goes wrong, and the difficulty of warranty claims across international borders. Revision
cases from overseas veneer work are not uncommon in Melbourne specialist practices.

---

## What's Included in the Price at Smile Solutions

At Smile Solutions, porcelain veneer fees are structured to include the full scope of care required for a
predictable, long-lasting result. Here is what is typically bundled into the quoted price:

### Initial Consultation and Treatment Planning

Every veneer case begins with a comprehensive assessment including clinical examination,
photography, and discussion of aesthetic goals. For complex cases, a digital smile design is created so
patients can preview their result before any tooth preparation begins.

### Diagnostic Imaging

Full diagnostic imaging including digital intraoral scans, OPG (panoramic) radiographs, and where
indicated, 3D CBCT scans. These images are essential for assessing tooth structure, root health, and
bite relationships — not optional extras.

### Specialist Involvement

Veneer cases at Smile Solutions are managed by specialist prosthodontists and experienced cosmetic
clinicians. **Dr Fotios Angelis (Specialist Prosthodontist, BDS Hons, DClinDent)** and **Prof Vasileios
Chronopoulos (Specialist Prosthodontist, 30+ years)** bring fellowship-level training in the art and
science of dental restorations. For cases requiring Same Day Porcelain Veneers™, **Dr Silvia Ciach**
— with over 3,500 CEREC restorations — leads the digital workflow.

### In-House Smile Lab Fabrication

All porcelain veneers are fabricated in the on-site Smile Lab by a team of five ceramists led by **Greg
Karabasis**, a master ceramist and co-inventor of Same Day Porcelain Veneers™. In-house fabrication
means the ceramist can match shades chairside, make real-time adjustments, and communicate
directly with the treating dentist — a level of collaboration that outsourced laboratories simply cannot
replicate.

### Temporaries and Try-In

For traditional workflows, provisional (temporary) veneers are fabricated to protect your prepared teeth
while the final restorations are being made. A try-in appointment allows you and your dentist to evaluate
fit, shape, and colour before final cementation.

### Follow-Up Appointments and Aftercare



Post-bonding review appointments are included to check the bite, assess gum response, and make any
minor adjustments. Patients receive detailed aftercare instructions and a custom night guard
recommendation to protect their investment.

### Warranty

Smile Solutions offers a warranty period on porcelain veneers, providing peace of mind that the practice
stands behind its work. Specific warranty terms are discussed during the treatment planning phase.

---

## Health Insurance, Coverage, and Payment Options

### Health Fund Coverage

Porcelain veneers are classified as major dental treatment under most Australian health insurance
policies. The level of rebate you receive depends on your fund and level of cover:

- **Extras cover** typically provides a partial rebate toward veneers, subject to annual limits and waiting
periods. - **Smile Solutions is a Bupa Platinum provider**, meaning patients with eligible Bupa plans
can access preferred rates. For preventive services, Bupa members enjoy **zero-gap benefits** —
meaning no out-of-pocket costs for routine check-ups, cleans, and fluoride treatments. - Other major
funds (Medibank, HCF, NIB) also provide rebates, though the gap payment will vary.

### What Health Insurance Typically Covers

Most extras policies cover a percentage of the veneer fee up to an annual limit (often $1,000–$2,500
per year for major dental). If you are planning multiple veneers, it may be worth timing treatment across
two benefit years to maximise your rebate.

### MySmilePlan — Interest-Free Payment Plans

Smile Solutions offers **MySmilePlan**, a flexible payment plan that allows patients to spread the cost
of treatment over time. This can make a full smile makeover more accessible without the need for a
large upfront payment. MySmilePlan is managed in-house and designed specifically for dental
treatment.

### Superannuation Release

In certain limited circumstances, patients may be eligible to access superannuation funds for dental
treatment under the early release of super provisions. This typically applies only when treatment is
deemed medically necessary and other criteria are met.

---

## Is It Worth It? A Long-Term Value Analysis

When evaluating the cost of porcelain veneers, the most meaningful metric is not the upfront price — it
is the **cost per year of service**.

### Longevity of Porcelain Veneers

Well-made, well-placed porcelain veneers typically last **15 to 25 years** with proper care. Some last
even longer. This means a $2,000 veneer that lasts 20 years costs approximately **$100 per year** —
less than most gym memberships.

### The Hidden Cost of Cheaper Alternatives

Composite bonding costs less upfront ($300–$600 per tooth) but typically lasts only 5 to 7 years before
requiring replacement due to staining, chipping, or wear. Over a 20-year period, composite bonding



may need to be replaced three to four times, with a cumulative cost of $1,200–$2,400 per tooth — plus
the chairtime and inconvenience of repeated procedures.

### The Cost of Redo Work

Poorly placed or poorly fabricated veneers may fail within a few years, requiring removal and
replacement. Redo veneer work is typically more complex (and more expensive) than the original
treatment because additional tooth structure has been lost. Investing in quality the first time is almost
always more cost-effective than attempting to save money upfront.

### The Confidence Factor

While difficult to quantify, the impact of a confident smile on career prospects, social interactions, and
personal wellbeing is well documented in dental literature. Patients who invest in quality cosmetic
dentistry consistently report high satisfaction and describe the investment as one of the best they have
made.

---

## Summary: Understanding the True Cost of Porcelain Veneers in Melbourne

The cost of porcelain veneers in Melbourne in 2026 ranges from $800 to $2,500 per veneer, with the
variation driven by genuine differences in clinical expertise, laboratory quality, material selection, and
the scope of care included in the price.

When comparing quotes, resist the temptation to focus solely on the per-veneer number. Instead, ask:

- **Who is placing the veneers?** A general dentist or a specialist prosthodontist? - **Where are the
veneers being made?** An in-house laboratory, a local outsourced lab, or an offshore facility? - **What
is included in the price?** Diagnostic imaging, temporaries, follow-up appointments, and warranty — or
just the veneer itself? - **What is the expected lifespan?** A $2,000 veneer that lasts 20 years is better
value than a $900 veneer that fails after 5.

At Smile Solutions — founded in 1993 with over 300,000 patients treated across 33 years — porcelain
veneer pricing reflects the full scope of specialist-led care, in-house laboratory craftsmanship, and
advanced digital technology. With 80 clinicians including 25+ specialists, an in-house Smile Lab, and
innovations like Same Day Porcelain Veneers™, the investment covers not just a dental restoration but
a comprehensive, quality-assured clinical experience.

*Prices are indicative guides based on Melbourne market conditions in 2026. Individual treatment costs
vary depending on case complexity, number of veneers, and clinical requirements. A personalised
quote is provided following a comprehensive consultation. Smile Solutions, Level 1, Manchester House,
136 Collins Street, Melbourne CBD.*


