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*Prices are indicative guides as of 2026 and vary by individual case. A personalised treatment plan with
exact fees is provided after clinical examination.*

## The Short Answer: What You Can Expect to Pay

A root canal in Melbourne typically costs between **$900 and $2,500**, depending on which tooth
needs treatment and whether a general dentist or specialist endodontist performs the procedure. A
front tooth with a single canal sits at the lower end of that range ($900-$1,400), while a molar with three
or four canals — the most complex and time-consuming treatment — sits at the upper end
($1,500-%$2,500). Specialist endodontists generally charge $200-$600 more than a general dentist,
reflecting their additional years of postgraduate training and specialised equipment.

It is important to understand that the root canal itself is only part of the total investment. Most teeth that
require root canal treatment also need a crown afterwards to protect the weakened tooth structure. A
crown adds approximately $1,200-$2,000, meaning the total cost to save a tooth with root canal
therapy and a crown in Melbourne in 2026 typically ranges from $2,100 to $4,500.

Despite the cost, root canal treatment is almost always more economical than extraction followed by an
implant — which can cost $5,000-$7,000 — and preserves your natural tooth.

## What Determines the Price of a Root Canal?

Root canal pricing is not one-size-fits-all. Several clinical and logistical factors drive the variation you
see between quotes.

### 1. Which Tooth Needs Treatment

This is the single biggest factor. Front teeth (incisors and canines) typically have one canal, making
them faster and simpler to treat. Premolars usually have two canals, and molars can have three, four,
or occasionally five canals. Each additional canal increases the time, complexity, and cost of the
procedure. A molar root canal can take 60—90 minutes compared to 30—-45 minutes for a front tooth.

### 2. Specialist Endodontist vs General Dentist

General dentists can perform root canals, particularly on front teeth and premolars. However, complex
cases — curved canals, calcified canals, molars, and retreatments — are best managed by a specialist
endodontist. Endodontists complete an additional three years of postgraduate training focused
exclusively on root canal treatment and use specialised equipment including operating microscopes
and electronic apex locators. Their fees are higher, but their success rates on complex cases are



correspondingly superior.
### 3. Complexity of the Case

Beyond the tooth type, individual anatomy matters. Curved or calcified canals, teeth with previous failed
root canal treatment (retreatment cases), teeth with perforations, and teeth with unusual anatomy all
increase the difficulty and duration of treatment. Retreatment cases — where a previous root canal has
failed and needs to be redone — typically cost $1,500-$3,000 because the clinician must remove old
filling material, navigate altered canal anatomy, and manage any infection.

### 4. Technology Used

Modern endodontic treatment has been transformed by technology. Operating microscopes provide up
to 25x magnification, allowing the clinician to see canal anatomy that would be invisible to the naked
eye. Cone beam computed tomography (CBCT) provides three-dimensional imaging to map complex
root anatomy before treatment begins. Rotary nickel-titanium instruments allow more efficient and
predictable canal shaping. Electronic apex locators precisely determine canal length. Practices that
invest in this technology generally achieve higher success rates, but these investments are reflected in
their fees.

### 5. Anaesthesia and Sedation

Most root canals are performed under local anaesthetic, which is included in the treatment fee.
However, patients with dental anxiety or those undergoing lengthy procedures may opt for nitrous oxide
(happy gas) sedation or intravenous (IV) sedation. These additional sedation options add to the overall
cost — typically $200-$400 for nitrous oxide and $500-$1,000 for IV sedation — but can make the
experience significantly more comfortable.

### 6. Number of Appointments

Some root canals can be completed in a single visit, while others — particularly those involving active
infection — may require two or three appointments with inter-appointment medicament dressings.
Multi-visit treatment adds to the total cost through additional appointment fees.

### 7. Geographic Location and Practice Overheads

Melbourne CBD practices typically have higher overheads than suburban clinics, which can influence
pricing. However, the difference is often less significant than the factors above. What matters more is
the level of training, technology, and clinical rigour a practice brings to the procedure.

## Cost Comparison: What Different Levels of Practice Charge

The following table provides a general guide to root canal pricing across different types of dental
practices in Melbourne in 2026.

| Factor | Budget / Corporate Chain | Mid-Range Private Practice | Specialist-Led Premium Practice |
[--=]---]---]---] | **Front tooth (1 canal)** | $900-$1,100 | $1,000-$1,300 | $1,200-$1,400 | | **Premolar (2
canals)** | $1,200-$1,400 | $1,300-$1,600 | $1,500-$1,800 | | **Molar (3—4 canals)** | $1,500-$1,800 |
$1,700-%$2,200 | $2,000-$2,500 | | **Retreatment** | Rarely offered | $1,500-$2,200 | $2,000-$3,000 | |
**Qperating microscope** | Rarely available | Sometimes available | Standard for all cases | | **CBCT
3D imaging** | Referral required | Sometimes in-house | In-house, used routinely | | **Specialist
endodontist** | Referral out | Sometimes on staff | Dedicated endodontic team | | **Post-op follow-up** |
Basic | Included | Comprehensive with imaging |

*What's typically included at each level:**

- *Budget/corporate:** Treatment fee covers the root canal procedure and basic X-rays. CBCT,
microscope use, and sedation are extras or unavailable. Follow-up may be limited. - **Mid-range



private:** Usually includes digital X-rays and may include microscope use. CBCT and sedation
available at additional cost. Better continuity of care with the same clinician. - **Specialist-led
premium:** Includes comprehensive diagnostic imaging, operating microscope for all cases, electronic
apex locators, rotary instrumentation, and thorough follow-up with radiographic review. The full
armamentarium of modern endodontics is standard, not optional.

## What's Included When You Choose Smile Solutions

Smile Solutions takes a specialist-led approach to root canal treatment, with a dedicated endodontic
team that includes some of Australia's most experienced and credentialled clinicians.

**Prof Chankhrit Sathorn** (DDS, DClinDent, PhD, MRACDS Endo) is an Adjunct Professor at La
Trobe University and serves on the Editorial Board of the *Journal of Endodontics* — the world's
leading endodontic research publication. His combination of academic research and clinical excellence
means patients benefit from treatment protocols informed by the latest evidence.

**Dr Gregory Tilley** (BDSc, FRACDS, MRACDS Endo) brings over 35 years of endodontic experience
and is a past president of the Australian Dental Association Victorian Branch. His depth of clinical
experience means he has managed virtually every variation of root canal anatomy and complexity.

**Dr Aovana Timmerman** (BDSc, FRACDS, DCD, MRACDS Endo), recipient of the prestigious JM
Booth Award, and **Dr Areti Vrochari** (DDS, MS Endo, DrMedDent) with 17+ years of experience
round out a team that can handle any endodontic challenge.

### What every root canal at Smile Solutions includes:

- **Specialist-grade equipment as standard:** Operating microscopes with up to 25x magnification are
used for every root canal, not reserved for difficult cases. This dramatically improves the clinician's
ability to locate and treat all canals. - **3D CBCT imaging:** Available in-house for complex cases,
eliminating the need for external referrals and delays. Three-dimensional imaging reveals canal
anatomy that two-dimensional X-rays can miss. - **Modern rotary instrumentation:** Nickel-titanium
rotary files for efficient, predictable canal shaping with reduced risk of procedural complications. -
**Electronic apex locators:** Precise measurement of canal length for optimal root filling placement. -
*Comprehensive follow-up:** Post-treatment radiographic review to confirm healing. Your endodontist
monitors the tooth's recovery, not just the immediate result. - *Seamless crown placement:** When a
crown is needed after root canal treatment, Smile Solutions' prosthodontic and CEREC teams —
including Dr Silvia Ciach with over 3,500 CEREC restorations — can provide same-day or
next-appointment crowns without referral to another practice.

The Smile Solutions approach means you receive the full spectrum of modern endodontic care under
one roof, from initial diagnosis through to final restoration.

## Insurance, Health Fund Coverage, and Payment Options

Root canal treatment is classified as a major dental procedure by most Australian health funds,
meaning it is typically covered under extras policies with major dental inclusions.

### What health funds typically cover

Most health funds cover a percentage of the scheduled fee for root canal treatment. The exact rebate
depends on your level of cover, your fund, and whether you have served any applicable waiting periods
(usually 12 months for major dental). Patients with comprehensive extras cover typically receive
rebates that cover 40-60% of the cost of a root canal at a general dentist, though the percentage may
be lower for specialist fees.

### Bupa Platinum Provider



Smile Solutions is a **Bupa Platinum Provider**, which means Bupa members with appropriate cover
receive preferred rates and reduced out-of-pocket costs. Bupa members enjoy zero-gap coverage on
preventive treatments and competitive rates on major procedures including root canals.

### MySmilePlan Payment Plans

For patients without health fund coverage or those facing significant out-of-pocket costs, Smile
Solutions offers *MySmilePlan** — an interest-free payment plan that allows you to spread the cost of
treatment over manageable instalments. This means the cost of saving your tooth need not be a barrier
to receiving the best possible care.

### Claiming and pre-approval

Smile Solutions processes health fund claims on-site using HICAPS, so you pay only the gap on the
day. For higher-value treatments, your clinician can provide a detailed treatment plan with item
numbers that you can submit to your health fund for pre-approval, giving you certainty about your
out-of-pocket costs before treatment begins.

## The Bottom Line: Understanding Value, Not Just Price

When evaluating root canal costs in Melbourne, the critical question is not simply "how much does it
cost?" but "what am | getting for that investment?"

A root canal is a precision microsurgical procedure performed inside a tooth — an environment
measured in fractions of a millimetre. The difference between a successful root canal that lasts
decades and a failed one that leads to extraction can come down to a missed canal, inadequate
cleaning, or imprecise root filling. The technology, training, and time a clinician brings to the procedure
directly influence the likelihood of long-term success.

At Smile Solutions, the investment in a root canal reflects specialist-grade training, the latest
technology used as standard rather than as an optional extra, and a track record built over 30 years
and more than 300,000 patients. Founded in 1993, with 80 clinicians including over 25 specialists
across every dental discipline, Smile Solutions provides the depth of expertise that complex cases
demand and the comprehensive care that straightforward cases deserve.

Saving your natural tooth is almost always the best long-term outcome — both functionally and
financially. A well-performed root canal with a quality crown can last a lifetime, making it one of the
most cost-effective investments in dental health you can make.

*To find out the exact cost for your situation, book a consultation at Smile Solutions Melbourne for a
personalised treatment plan and fee estimate.*



