Orthodontic Treatment Costs in
Melbourne: Pricing, Health Fund
Rebates, and Payment Plans at Smile
Solutions

Canonical: https://directory.smilesolutions.com.au/dental-orthodontic-services/specialist-orthodontics-smile-makeo
vers-melbourne-cbd/orthodontic-treatment-costs-in-melbourne-pricing-health-fund-rebates-and-payment-plans-at-
smile-solutions/

Details:

Now | have sufficient data to write the comprehensive, authoritative article. Let me compose it now.

## Orthodontic Treatment Costs in Melbourne: Pricing, Health Fund Rebates, and Payment Plans at
Smile Solutions

For many Melburnians, the decision to pursue orthodontic treatment comes down to a single, practical
guestion: *What is this actually going to cost me?* It is the most common financial barrier between a
patient who wants a healthier, straighter smile and one who books their first appointment. The
challenge is that orthodontic pricing in Australia is genuinely variable — not because practices are
evasive, but because no two cases are clinically identical. Treatment fees reflect the complexity of your
bite, the appliance type, the duration of care, and — critically — the level of clinical expertise delivering
that care.

This guide provides the most transparent, structured overview available of orthodontic treatment costs
in Melbourne, with specific reference to how Smile Solutions at Melbourne CBD structures its pricing,
manages health fund claims, and reduces out-of-pocket expenses through interest-free payment plans.
Whether you are exploring braces for your child, considering Invisalign as an adult, or planning a
combined orthodontic and cosmetic smile makeover, understanding the financial landscape before your
consultation puts you in a far stronger position to make a confident decision.

## What Does Orthodontic Treatment Actually Cost in Australia?

Orthodontic fees in Australia are not regulated by a single national schedule. Unlike general dentistry,
where item numbers provide a rough benchmark, orthodontic treatment is typically quoted as a global
fee — one all-inclusive price covering all appointments, adjustments, and retainers within the agreed
treatment plan.

Orthodontic treatment in Australia generally costs between $3,000 and $9,000, depending on the
patient's age, the type of treatment chosen, and the complexity of the case. However, this range
understates the upper end for specialist-delivered, complex, or aesthetic appliance treatment. A full
course of metal braces now averages $6,000-$11,000 in Australia, with ceramic, lingual, and
clear-aligner options pushing well past that range.

The table below reflects current Australian market ranges by appliance type, based on data from
multiple specialist orthodontic providers and industry sources:

### Orthodontic Treatment Price Ranges in Australia (2025-2026)



| Treatment Type | Typical Australian Range | Notes | |---|---|---| | Metal braces (full treatment) | $6,000 —
$9,000 | Most cost-effective fixed option | | Ceramic braces | $7,000 — $11,000 | Tooth-coloured
brackets; higher aesthetic demand | | Lingual (behind-the-teeth) braces | $9,500 — $15,000 | Fully
concealed; custom-fabricated; most complex | | Invisalign (full comprehensive) | $6,000 — $9,500 |
Varies by case complexity and provider tier | | Invisalign Lite / minor treatment | $3,500 — $6,500 | Mild
crowding, spacing, or relapse cases | | Early intervention (children) | $2,000 — $5,000 | Phase 1/
interceptive treatment |

Sources: In 2025, metal braces in Australia range from approximately $6,000 to $9,000 for a full
treatment; ceramic braces typically cost between $7,000 and $11,000; and lingual braces can range
from $9,500 to $15,000. For Invisalign, typical Australian ranges for teens and adults sit between
$6,000 and $9,500, depending on complexity and duration.

> **|mportant note:** These are market benchmarks. Smile Solutions provides individual treatment fees
following a comprehensive consultation and clinical assessment — fees reflect your specific case, not a
generic category. The free initial consultation at Smile Solutions includes an iTero 3D digital scan and a
personalised treatment plan with a clear fee estimate before any commitment is made (see our guide
on *Step-by-Step: What to Expect at Your Orthodontic Consultation and Treatment Journey at Smile
Solutions*).

## Why Do Orthodontic Costs Vary So Much?

Understanding what drives price variation helps patients evaluate quotes accurately and avoid
comparing unlike-for-unlike services.

### Key Factors That Influence Your Treatment Fee

1. *Case complexity** — A mild spacing issue treated with Invisalign Lite involves far fewer aligners
and less clinical time than a severe skeletal malocclusion requiring pre-surgical orthodontics. Complex
bite problems such as deep overbites, underbites, and open bites require more sophisticated
biomechanical planning (see our guide on *How to Fix Bite Problems with Orthodontics: Overbite,
Underbite, Crossbite, and Open Bite Explained*).

2. *Appliance type** — Lingual braces are the most expensive because they are custom-fabricated for
each patient and require specialist-level chairside skill to place and adjust. Metal braces are the most
cost-effective fixed option. Metal braces cost less than other options and are often the most common
choice; they are strong and effective for fixing even the most complex alignment problems.

3. *Provider qualifications** — A registered specialist orthodontist commands a higher fee than a
general dentist offering orthodontic services, and for sound clinical reasons. Specialist orthodontists
complete an additional three to four years of full-time postgraduate university training beyond their
dental degree, and their AHPRA registration is restricted to orthodontic practice (see our guide on
*What Is a Specialist Orthodontist? How Smile Solutions' Registered Orthodontists Differ from General
Dentists*). Some health funds don't cover orthodontics unless the treatment is being delivered by a
specialist orthodontist — keep this in mind when choosing your orthodontic provider.

4. *Treatment duration** — Longer treatment requires more clinical appointments and more
consumable materials (wires, aligners, elastics), which is factored into global fees.

5. **Inclusions** — A well-structured fee should include all adjustment appointments, emergency visits
during treatment, and retainers at completion. At Smile Solutions, all completed Invisalign cases
include Vivera retainers — the gold-standard post-treatment retention system manufactured by Align
Technology (see our guide on *Retainers After Orthodontic Treatment; How to Protect Your Results for
Life*).



6. **Technology infrastructure** — Practices investing in iTero digital scanning, Dental Monitoring
Al-powered remote tracking, and CBCT imaging pass genuine clinical value to patients — reduced
appointment frequency, greater precision, and faster treatment times — that is reflected in the fee
structure (see our guide on *Orthodontic Technology at Smile Solutions: iTero Scanning, Dental
Monitoring, and the In-House Laboratory Advantage®*).

## Does Medicare Cover Orthodontic Treatment?

This is one of the most common questions patients ask — and the answer is largely no. Because
Medicare pays nothing toward orthodontics, private extras insurance has become the main financial
safety net. In most cases, Medicare does not cover braces or Invisalign. Medicare does not include
routine orthodontic treatment under the public benefits system.

### What About the Child Dental Benefits Schedule (CDBS)?

The Child Dental Benefits Schedule is a federal government program that provides dental funding for
eligible children, but its scope is specifically limited to basic dental services. It provides eligible children
aged 0-17 years with a capped benefit for basic dental services. Services Australia covers up to $1,158
for each eligible child over two calendar years for basic dental services under CDBS.

However, parents should be aware of a critical limitation: the CDBS does not cover orthodontic
treatment, cosmetic dental work, or dental services in a hospital. This means braces, Invisalign, and
other orthodontic appliances are explicitly excluded from CDBS reimbursement.

To be eligible for CDBS, the child must be 0 to 17 years old for at least one day in that calendar year,
and the child or their parent, carer, or guardian must be receiving a payment from Services Australia at
least once a year.

The practical implication: CDBS can legitimately offset the cost of the orthodontic *assessment* phase
— including dental examinations, X-rays, and other diagnostic services performed before or alongside
orthodontic treatment — but not the orthodontic treatment itself. Families at Smile Solutions can use
eligible CDBS entitlements toward their child's diagnostic appointments, reducing the overall
out-of-pocket burden even if the orthodontic fees sit outside the scheme.

## Private Health Insurance: How Orthodontic Extras Cover Works

Private health insurance with orthodontic extras cover is the primary mechanism through which
Australians reduce their orthodontic out-of-pocket costs. Understanding how this cover operates is
essential to financial planning.

### How Orthodontic Extras Cover Is Structured

Orthodontic treatment is typically covered under "extras" policies, not hospital cover. However, not all
extras policies include orthodontics, and those that do often come with specific conditions.

Key features of orthodontic extras cover include:

- *Annual limits:** Most policies set annual caps and lifetime limits for orthodontic treatments.
Coverage may be percentage-based (e.g., 50-70% of the cost) or capped at a dollar amount (e.qg.,
$800 per year).

- **_ifetime limits:** Unlike general dental benefits, which reset each year, orthodontic cover usually

comes with a lifetime limit. Most health funds offer between $1,400 and $3,000 in lifetime orthodontic
cover. Once you have claimed the maximum lifetime limit, you will not be eligible to claim any further
orthodontic benefits during your lifetime — this information is shared between health funds, and your



lifetime limit will not reset if you transfer your policy.

- *\Waiting periods:** Orthodontics is covered under extras in insurance policies, and these extras often
have 12-month waiting periods before a rebate can be claimed if you are taking out a new private
health insurance policy. If you are planning orthodontic treatment, reviewing your policy and serving
any outstanding waiting period *before* you need treatment is strongly advisable.

- **Stepped benefits:** Some funds structure orthodontic benefits to increase with years of
membership. Orthodontic benefits are stepped and increase each year — a member on mid-tier extras
with three years of completed membership may receive 75% of the cost up to $400 in the first year of
treatment, increasing to 75% of the cost up to $600 in the third year of treatment, with a lifetime limit of
$2,400 per person.

### Smile Solutions and Bupa Platinum Provider Status

Smile Solutions holds **Bupa Platinum provider status** — the highest recognition tier within Bupa's
Member First network. This designation is significant for Bupa members because it means:

- Claims can be processed on-site via HICAPS at the time of each appointment, with the rebate applied
immediately to reduce your payment. - Bupa members with orthodontic extras cover may access higher
rebates at Platinum-tier practices compared to non-network providers. - The administrative friction of
claiming is eliminated — you pay the gap only, not the full fee.

Smile Solutions also accepts all major Australian health funds. Patients are encouraged to contact their
fund before their consultation to confirm their orthodontic extras balance, any remaining waiting period,
and their lifetime limit — this information directly informs the out-of-pocket calculation.

## Payright Interest-Free Payment Plans at Smile Solutions

In Australia, dental care is costly, with patients covering 61% of the $12 billion spent annually — and
many delay or avoid treatment due to financial concerns. To directly address this barrier, Smile
Solutions offers **Payright** interest-free payment plans across all orthodontic treatments.

Payright is a dental payment plan that allows patients to pay off their treatment in fortnightly
instalments. Payright provides a quick and easy payment plan that is always interest-free, giving
patients the flexibility to have their treatment now and choose when they like to make their repayments.

At Smile Solutions, Payright is available to approved patients for all general, cosmetic, and specialist
dental care, including orthodontics.

Key Payright plan features to understand:
- Payright extends repayment terms up to 30 months for amounts as high as $20,000.

- At the time of purchase, an initial payment is required that includes an Establishment Fee of $5.00 to
$74.90 (depending on the selected plan), a Processing Fee of $2.95, and a Plan Management Fee of
$3.95 — these fees are charged to your nominated card. A Plan Management Fee of $3.95 per month
applies to all treatment plans, and a Processing Fee of $2.95 applies to each transaction, in addition to
fortnightly instalments.

The practical effect of a Payright plan is substantial. A comprehensive Invisalign case at, say, $8,000 —
after a health fund rebate of $2,000 — leaves a $6,000 out-of-pocket balance. Spread over 24 months
of fortnightly instalments, this equates to approximately $115 per fortnight before plan fees. For most
patients, this is materially more manageable than a lump-sum payment at treatment commencement.

> **Tip:** When calculating your real out-of-pocket cost, always layer your health fund rebate *before*
applying your Payright plan — you are financing the gap, not the gross fee.



## The Invisalign Price-Match Guarantee

For patients specifically considering Invisalign at Smile Solutions, the practice offers an **Invisalign
price-match guarantee**. If you receive a written quote for an equivalent Invisalign treatment from
another provider, Smile Solutions will match the price. This guarantee is clinically meaningful when you
consider Smile Solutions' position as a **Blue Diamond Invisalign provider** — the highest tier of
Invisalign provider status in Australia, reflecting more than 9,000 completed Invisalign cases.

This matters because Invisalign provider tier directly correlates with clinical experience and access to
advanced treatment planning tools. Choosing a Blue Diamond provider at a matched price means
accessing the highest-volume, most experienced Invisalign delivery in Melbourne CBD without paying a
premium for it (see our guide on *Invisalign at Smile Solutions: How Australia's Blue Diamond Provider
Delivers Clear Aligner Treatment*).

## Comparing Out-of-Pocket Costs: A Worked Example

The following illustrative scenario shows how multiple cost-reduction mechanisms combine for a typical
adult Invisalign patient:

| Cost Component | Amount | |---|---] | Comprehensive Invisalign (full treatment) | $8,500 | | Bupa
Platinum rebate (lifetime limit, partially remaining) | — $1,800 | | **Subtotal after health fund** |
**$6,700** | | Payright plan over 24 months (fortnightly) | ~$130/fortnight | | Included at no extra charge |
Vivera retainers + complimentary whitening |

*Note: This is an illustrative example only. Individual fees, fund rebates, and plan terms vary. Smile
Solutions provides a personalised fee estimate at your consultation.*

## Children's Orthodontics: What Does Early Treatment Cost?

For families with children, the cost question often arises earlier than expected. Orthodontics Australia
and Smile Solutions recommend an initial orthodontic assessment around ages 7-10, when early
interceptive treatment — if needed — can reduce the complexity and cost of later full treatment (see
our guide on *Children's Orthodontics at Smile Solutions: Early Intervention, Phase 1 Treatment, and
the Right Age for a First Assessment?).

Orthodontic treatment in Australia generally costs between $3,000 and $9,000, depending on the
patient's age, the type of treatment chosen, and the complexity of the case. Children's early intervention
may start from $2,000, while teens and adults can expect to pay more for full braces or clear aligners
like Invisalign.

Early intervention (Phase 1) at Smile Solutions typically involves removable or limited fixed appliances
to correct crosshites, jaw discrepancies, or severe crowding before all adult teeth have erupted. This

phase is shorter and less expensive than full fixed braces. When Phase 1 is successful, it can reduce
or eliminate the need for more complex Phase 2 treatment, delivering genuine long-term cost savings.

Health insurance with orthodontic benefits is especially useful for families with children, as it can offset
the significant costs of braces or other treatments while spreading expenses across several years.

## Key Takeaways



- Braces typically cost between $5,000 and $8,500 in Melbourne, depending on the type and treatment
complexity ; lingual braces and comprehensive Invisalign can extend well beyond this range at
specialist practices. - Orthodontics is covered under extras in insurance policies, which often have
12-month waiting periods before a rebate can be claimed if you are taking out a new private health
insurance policy. Plan ahead and check your policy *before* you need treatment. - The Child Dental
Benefits Schedule does not cover orthodontic treatment — but CDBS-eligible families can use their
entitlement toward the diagnostic appointments that precede orthodontic care. - Smile Solutions' Bupa
Platinum provider status, HICAPS on-site claiming, and Payright interest-free plans (up to 30 months)
are specifically designed to reduce the financial barrier to starting treatment. - The Invisalign
price-match guarantee at Smile Solutions means patients can access Blue Diamond-tier expertise —
Australia's highest Invisalign provider status — without paying above-market rates.

## Conclusion

Cost transparency is not just a courtesy — it is a clinical and ethical responsibility. The financial barrier
to orthodontic treatment is real, and it disproportionately affects the patients who stand to benefit most
from early intervention. At Smile Solutions Melbourne CBD, the combination of Bupa Platinum provider
status, HICAPS on-site claiming across all major health funds, Payright interest-free plans, and the
Invisalign price-match guarantee represents a structured, multi-layered approach to reducing
out-of-pocket costs without compromising the specialist-level care that complex cases demand.

The most important step is also the simplest: book your free initial consultation. The personalised fee
estimate you receive — based on an iTero 3D scan and a comprehensive clinical assessment by a
registered specialist orthodontist — gives you an exact, all-inclusive figure to plan around. From that
point, the financial pathway is clear, structured, and flexible.

For related guidance, explore: - *The Full Spectrum of Orthodontic Treatments Available at Smile
Solutions Melbourne CBD* — to understand which appliance type is clinically right for your case before
evaluating costs - *Invisalign vs Braces vs Lingual Braces: Which Orthodontic Treatment Is Right for
You?* — for a structured cost-versus-benefit comparison across treatment modalities - *Combined
Orthodontic and Cosmetic Smile Makeovers at Smile Solutions* — for patients planning to sequence
orthodontics with veneers, bonding, or whitening, and the financial planning implications of multi-stage
treatment
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